1434                           ST EDMUND, B. C.                      [Nov. 16

Oxford,1 where he remained from 1219 to 1226; but in frequent missions
travelled often through all Oxfordshire, Gloucestershire, and Worcester-
shire, preaching the word of God with great fruit and zeal.   After having
refused many ecclesiastical preferments, he at length accepted of a canonry,
with the dignity of treasurer in the Cathedral of Salisbury;  but gave far
the greatest part of the revenue to the poor, leaving himself destitute the
greatest part of the year.   He had not been long in this post, when the
pope sent him an order to preach the crusade against the Saracens, with
the commission to receive an honorary stipend for his maintenance from
the several churches in which he should discharge that office.   The saint
executed the commission with great zeal;  but would receive no honorary
stipend, or any kind of present for his maintenance.   As he was preaching
in the open air near the church at Worcester, a heavy shower fell all round
the place, but the saint having given his blessing and bade the people not
to disperse, not a single drop touched any of them or fell on the spot where
they stood.   When he preached, the words which came from his inflamed
heart were words of fire, which powerfully converted souls.   Persons, the
most profoundly learned, were moved to tears at his sermons, and many
became imitators of his penance and virtues.    William, surnamed Long-
spear, the famous Earl of Salisbury, who had lived a long time in the
neglect of the essential duties of a Christian, and without ever approaching
the sacraments, was so entirely converted by hearing a sermon which the
saint preached, and by conversing some hours with him, that from that
time he laid aside all other business to make the salvation of his soul his
whole employment.   The saint formed many excellent men of prayer, and
was himself one of the most experienced doctors of an interior life, and most
enlightened contemplatives in the church.   What he chiefly inculcated was
a sincere spirit of humility, mortification, and holy prayer;  and he waa
principally solicitous to teach Christians to pray in affection and spirit.
"A hundred thousand persons," says the saint,2 "are deceived in multiply-
ing prayers.   I would rather say five words devoutly with my heart, than
five thousand which my soul does not relish with affection and under-
standing.   * Sing to the Lord wisely/8   What a man repeats by his mouth,
that let him feel in his soul."   A late French critical author4 of a book,
entitled the Tradition of the Church concerning Contemplation, says of
St Edmund, " He applied himself from his youth to the contemplation
of eternal truths;  and so well united in himself (which is very rare) the
science of the heart with that of the school, the mystical theology with
the speculative, that by letting into his heart the lights of his understanding,
he became a perfect contemplative, or mystic theologian;  and he has no
less enlightened the church by the sanctity of his life, than by the admirable
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